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Stefan Simon is since 2005 Director of the Rathgen 

Research Laboratory with the National Museums 

Berlin. 

Trained as a heritage scientist, Simon earned his 

Ph.D. in Chemistry from the Ludwig Maximilian 

University, Munich. He served as a Council Member 

and Vice President of ICCROM, the International 

Centre for the Study of the Preservation and 

Restoration of Cultural Property.  

Between 2001 and 2005 he led the Building 

Materials Section at the Getty Conservation 

Institute, Los Angeles. Simon is a corresponding 

member of the German Archaeological Institute, and 

has been recognized with Honorary Professorships at 

X´ian Jiaotong University, China, and the Technical 

University Berlin.  

He has been President of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee Stone (ISCS) from 2008 to 

2018, and is representing the U.S. as voting member in the committee since 2002. Stefan Simon is also 

expert member of the ICOMOS Scientific Committee Earthen Architecture ISCEAH since 2005. 

As Inaugural Director of Yale’s Institute for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage and Director of the 

Yale’s Global Cultural Heritage Initiatives (2014-2019), Stefan Simon prioritized the advancement of 

sustainable conservation strategies triggered by global climate change and the green museum debate. 

He is a leading voice in the international “Culture in Crisis” debate and acting on public stage as 

advocate for sustainability principles in preservation and against illicit traffic of cultural property. He has 

co-authored and published more than 150 articles on the preservation of cultural heritage. 

EDUCATION  

Dr. rer.nat., LMU Munich, 2001, magna cum laude Thesis: “Weathering and conservation of crystalline 

marble – Investigations on physico-mechanical properties, the surface chemistry of calcite and the 

modification and testing of conservation products”  

Diplom (Degree in Chemistry), LMU Munich, 1987, Subject: “The influence of synthetic anionic 

surfactants and those of biogenic origin on the weathering of marble and other calcareous stones“  

Study abroad: University Wroclaw (Poland) 1984-1985  

Acceptance to the German National Scholarship Foundation 1981 


