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01 INTRODUCTION



1.1 Definition of PeaceBuilding:

“Peacebuilding is the development of constructive personal, 
group, and political relationships across ethnic, religious, class, 
national, and racial boundaries. It aims to resolve injustice in 
nonviolent ways and to transform the structural conditions 
that generate deadly conflict” (Kroc Institute, n.d.).



The challenge of peacebuilding is measuring peace. It is undeniable that efforts to rebuild conversations, 
relationships, and trust undergo tedious processes and that solutions vary from one 
community/nation/State to another. Peacebuilding is, indeed, “...a complex, multifaceted process of 
change”, and it requires constant learning/continuous reflection (Lederach, Neufeldt, and Culberton, 
2007). 

With that, this output aims to present three case studies pertaining to methods in Post-Conflict 
Peacebuilding. 

1.2 Keywords of PeaceBuilding

PEACE and SUSTAINABILITY  



1.3 Significance of the Output

1. Help the public believe heritage can be a tool for peace-building and rapprochement in a post-conflict 
period;

2. Contribute to the healing process in a post-conflict period by reconstructing the main points of the 
community’s (religious, ethnic, national etc.) identification, providing common spaces and “restoring” 
historical continuity; and

3. View all the peacebuilding strategies arose from areas victim of conflict in the past, analyze the efficacy 
of the given examples, and comment on what can be strengthened to ensure a firm contingency for the 
chosen country if similar conflicts arise

a. Neighboring countries of the chosen countries can use the toolkit 



02 CASE STUDIES  



Timbuktu, Mali

Varosha, Cyprus

Mrauk-U, Myanmar



2.1 EUROPE: City of Varosha, Cyprus 
LOCATION 
An area of just 6.19 km2, Varosha is situated in the southern quarter of 
the Famagusta, a de jure territory of Cyprus, and currently under the 
jurisdiction of de facto state of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 



CONFLICT

2.1 EUROPE: City of Varosha, Cyprus 

*Former modernist resort town in Cyprus
 *Inhabited by the Greek Cypriots 
 *Unpeopled and fenced-off since 1974
 *During the 1974 war, inhabitants of Varosha fled from the advancing Turkish army 
 * They displaced from Varosha and left everything behind. 

Ten years after the war, UN Security Council announced its first resolution on Varosha followed by another one in 
1992. UN Security Council Resolutions 550 (1984) and Resolution 789 (1992), “which consider attempts to 
settle any part of Varosha by people other than its inhabitants as inadmissible, and which call for the transfer of 
that area to the administration of the United Nations”



2.1 EUROPE: City of Varosha, Cyprus 
POST-CONFLICT PEACEBUILDING

Bottom-up approaches: Bi-communal organizations already working on reclaiming back their town in the context of united 
Famagusta since Varosha was a town in the Greater City Famagusta.

Bi-communal Famagusta Initiative: 
*Active citizens' movement formed in 2013 by the joint efforts from two communities in Cyprus. 
*The objectives to return Varosha to its legal owners under UN control; 
*To open the port of Famagusta to international trade under the supervision of the EU; 
*To have the walled city declared as a UNESCO World Heritage Monument. 

Hands-on Famagusta: It is a web platform is devoted to visualizing a common urban future for a unified Famagusta, thus 
paving the way for future collaboration and further cohabitations in a post-conflict Cyprus.



2.1.3.1 Hands-on Famagusta



2.2 Asia: City of Mrauk-U, Myanmar

Mrauk-U, Northern Rakhine State, Western Myanmar

Location

Historical Background: 
-Mrauk-U was the last capital city of the Kingdom of Mrauk U 
-Westernmost kingdom of Southeast Asia, which lasted from 1430 to 1784 
AD
-The Metropolitan and Multicultural city
- Currently the region is under civil war between Burmese Army and 
Arakan Army



2.2 Asia: City of Mrauk-U, Myanmar
Conflict

Conflict between different ethno-religious Communities
- 2012-13: started as communal conflict
- 2017: state sponsored crime and ethnic cleansing on muslim 

communities
- 2018: civil war between government and Arakanese revolution

- The tensions started since WWII time
- Series of conflict outbreak in 2012 in the Northern Arakan. 
- The peaceful contact of two communities have stopped and distrusted raised 
- Mostly Muslim Rohingya people are more affected in conflict



2.2 Asia: City of Mrauk-U, Myanmar
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding

Performing traditional wrestling by an Arakanese 
and a Rohingya

● 2013 Rehabilitation and Repatriation
● 2017 Kofi Annan Advisory Commission
● (2018 Civil war in Northern Arakan)
● (2019 Genocide case at ICJ)
● 2020 submitting of Nomination of WH and withdrawal
● 2021 re-submitting WH nomination after coup

○ Burmanisation Exclusion of non-Buddhist heritages
○ Exclusion of Muslim villages and Military quarter in 

nominated zone
● 2020 Grassroot-level Peacebuilding with Heritage

○ Festival
○ Traditional sports
○ Heritage Awareness
○ Inclusive Education



2.3 Africa: City of Timbuktu, Mali
Location 

“The pearl of the desert”

“Salt comes from the north, gold from the south and silver 
from the country of the white men, but the word of God and 
the treasures of wisdom are only to be found in Timbuktu.”

UNESCO World Heritage site since 1988

Capital of Tombouctou region
Inhabited since early 12th century
Located at the southern edge of Sahara
Traditional centre of trans-Saharan trade



2.3 Africa: City of Timbuktu, Mali
Conflict 
Roots: division stretching back in colonial times, political & economic 
exclusion since decolonisation & earlier rebellions, geographical difference, 
nomadic vs. agricultural population

2012 January - Separatist rebellion
Ethnic conflict, with a goal of creating the independent Azawad 
2012 April - Expansion of Islamist terrorism
Sectarian violence, with the aim of the introduction of Sharia law
2013 - International involvement

Timbuktu’s heritage in the crossfire in 2012-2013: 
→ Destruction/damage of 14 mausoleum & 1 mosque
→ Burning down of Ahmed Baba Institute
→ Banning music

Today: regional multidimensional crisis spilling over to Central Mali and to 
Burkina Faso, Niger



2.3 Africa: City of Timbuktu, Mali
Post-Conflict Peace Building
MUSIC & MANUSCRIPTS Timbuktu Renaissance Initiative
Aim: boosting Mali’s creative industries & sustainable development
Tools:
❖ Supporting music production (ex. Takamba)
❖ Supporting the digitization, translation, study of manuscripts
❖ Modernization of agriculture and natural resources sectors

MUSIC & MANUSCRIPTS & RITUALS MINUSMA QIPs

BUILT HERITAGE RECONSTRUCTION & DOCUMENTATION OF 
RELATED TRADITIONS UNESCO-led project
International financial & technical support, involvement of MINUSMA
Carried out by the local corporation of traditional masons, including the training 
of younger masons on traditional construction techniques
Holistic approach (tangible & intangible)

Cultural heritage as a peace-building tool to increase resilience



03 CONCLUSION



PRE-CONFLICT

- Education

- Transnational Heritage

-  Building Community

POST-CONFLICT

- Trans-generational Memory

- Intangible Heritage

- Bottom-up Initiatives

- Prioritising the Community

PEACEBUILDING



Q1 : Improving  public awareness of peacebuilding significance is important. 

And education is one of key solutions, but how to improve inclusive education 

within heritage conservation?

Q2: What is the role of the transnational cultural knowledge, intercultural 

heritage in peacebuilding?
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