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Open letter concerning the Competition Magnus-Haus, Berlin  Berlin, 9. November 2015 
 
Dear Colleagues,          
 
with this open letter we, the undersigned, address any possible members of a jury, any potentially invited archi-
tectural practices, or any other consulted specialists for the competition of the building over of the Magnus-
Haus garden in the buffer-zone of the World Heritage Site of Berlin's Museum Island. As you may know, the 
development of the garden of the Magnus-Haus has been controversially debated in Berlin for a long time. As 
the Monument Council of Berlin pointed out in its recommendation of 18 October 2013, the Magnus-Haus with 
its gardens is, due to its owner history, the only remaining example of a grand upper middle-class residence of 
the baroque in the centre of Berlin and therefore an important example of urban development in the past. Until 
the early 19th century the relatively low density of development, which included garden areas, was wide-
spread. In the course of the 19th and 20th centuries, however, this was replaced by a much denser urban de-
velopment. It is therefore a stroke of luck that the earlier situation has been preserved in this singular case, 
which is why the Magnus-Haus with its undamaged gardens is a historic witness of utmost importance. Recent-
ly, there has been considerable media coverage on this topic. Important institutions, such as the monument 
authorities and also Berlin’s Monument Council, have publicly taken a firm stand against a further development 
of this property.  
 
We are asking you therefore to carefully consider your participation in this competition. We are aware that it is 
asking a lot to withdraw from the competition or from the jury of such a prominent project. However, we feel it 
is our duty to draw your attention to the specific situation of this procedure. The winner(s) of the competition 
will very likely encounter resistance, both from the general public and from experts, because it is foreseeable 
that the result of the competition will not end public protest against this building project – on the contrary, this 
protest is likely to grow.  
 
It will be very difficult for the undersigned to change their negative attitude towards the competition, as the 
space planning and the requested underground garage are contradictory to a planning solution that would do 
justice to the historic situation. We are all committed advocates of design competitions, especially to find solu-
tions for particularly difficult tasks. 
 
Possibly, the building owner, the Siemens AG, can be convinced to change its mind by a jointly expressed and 
clear position. Some architect’s offices and jury members have already withdrawn their participation. In order 
to prevent that these will simply be replaced by others, we are asking you to make your decision public, should 
you decide not to be involved in the competition anymore.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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